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The Berkshire Opera Company Names Ryan Taylor as its New General Director
Appointment Brings Solid Business Acumen and Fresh Creative Vision
to the Helm of the Company

Pittsfield, MA (August 20,2007)- T he Berkshire Opera Company Board of Directors and the Executive
Search Committee are pleased to announce the selection of Ryan T aylor as the Company's new genera
director. After athorough search process, Mr. Taylor 's stellar professional credentials made him the clear
choice to lead the Company into its 200925th anniversary season and beyond. Mr. Taylor has served as
the co-founder and general director of the Southeastern Festival of Song (SEF0S) since 2003and has
toured theworld as an acclaimed vocalist with over thirty lead rolesto his credit. Asgenera director, Mr.
Taylor is charged with broadening the reach of Berkshire Operato highlight the company® engaging
artistic programming and promote its accessibility for general music lovers and opera enthusiasts aike.
Together with music director Kathleen Kely, Mr. T aylor will collaborate in the development of the
company® artistic roadmap. He will also oversee al aspects of day-to-day company operations including
educational outreach initiatives, budgeting, marketing and public relations. Finaly, Mr. Taylor will focus
on cultivating increased visibility for and financial suppat of the Company through both corporate and
individual donors as well as increased giving from public and private foundations.

"We at Berkshire Opera Company are delighted to have such atalented artist and skilled business manager
joining usto lead Berkshire Operaintoits Slver Anniversary Year," said Norman Michads, Chairman of
the Board of Dir ectors.

"I know Ryan bath as afellow artist and as the astute director of SEF0S. |1've enjoyed collaborating with
him as asinger and benefited from his skilled management of the festival. Berkshire Operais lucky to have
him and | look forward to his fresh ideas and strong leader ship as we move ahead,” said Kathleen Kelly,
music dir ector.

Mr. Taylor will officially assume leadership on Octobe 2, 2007.

Berkshire Opera premiered its new production of La Bohéme on Friday August 17,2007and has remaining
performances on August 20,22,24 and 26. For ticket information please call 413-997-4444or visit
www.be kshireopera.org.

About Berkshire Opera Company

Founded by Rex and Kathleen Hearn, the Berkshire Opera Company is the only professional opera

company in the Berkshires. Berkshire Opaa Company is dedicated to presenting the finest professional

opera peformances and enriching the lives of people of all ages in Berkshire County and the surrounding

areas. Additional information on Berkshire Opera, tickets and performances can befound at

www.be kshireoperaorg. Berkshire Opera Company is amembe of OPERA Americaand is funded in part

by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the Legacy Banks Foundation and the Berkshire Bank Foundation.
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